Effect of antischistosomal chemotherapy on prevalence of Symmers' periportal fibrosis in Sudanese villages.
Almost all mortality caused by Schistosoma mansoni is secondary to Symmers' periportal fibrosis of the liver which can now be diagnosed by ultrasonography. This study assessed the usefulness of ultrasonography in measuring the effect of chemotherapy on the prevalence of Symmers' periportal fibrosis in Sudanese villagers. The prevalence of Symmers' fibrosis in 318 randomly selected patients from two villages not receiving systemic antischistosomal chemotherapy was compared with that in 168 patients from a village where antischistosomal chemotherapy had been systematically applied since 1979. The prevalence of Symmers' fibrosis was two to three times lower among treated villagers, with an eight-fold difference for villagers aged 10-20 years.